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T oday’s feast of the Baptism of the Lord brings the Christmas cycle to an end. While 

the feast of the Epiphany celebrates the presence of God manifested in Jesus, the 

baptism of Jesus marks the beginning of his spirit-filled ministry.   
 
Today’s first reading from Isaiah 42 is known as a Servant Song because it identifies 

God’s chosen one as a servant totally devoted to doing God’s will. Isaiah describes this 

servant as endowed with God’s own spirit whose mission is to bring justice to the world. 

As an agent of God’s justice, this servant will be a light for the nations, open the eyes of 

the blind, and bring prisoners out of confinement. Isaiah’s prophecy foretells the ministry 

of Jesus who accomplishes perfectly the mission of God’s servant.   
 
As Mark’s gospel portrays, Jesus’ ministry begins with his baptism by John in the Jordan 

River. Just as prophets and kings were anointed by God’s Spirit in Old Testament days, 

the Spirit anoints Jesus at the moment 

of his baptism, signified by the dove hovering over the 

Jordan. That same Spirit anointed each of us at our baptism, 

meaning that our ministry is no different from that of Jesus. 

The presence of God’s Spirit guarantees that Jesus continues 

his ministry through his church in today’s world.   
 
Our celebration of Christmas this year was enhanced by the 

addition of our new nativity set. Special thanks to  

St. Augustin’s Altar and Rosary Society for the initial 

donation of the nativity scene, and to the following donors to 

our new set:  Jane Andrew, Marjorie and Bill Baum, Tim and Julie 

Carmody, Mark and Ann Cernicky, Geraldette Crawford, Matt and 

Sara Eide, Rob Den Hartog and Brenda Currans, Julie and Lizzy 

Erickson, Marlene Evans, Anne and Steve Frame, James and June 

Glaser, Montine Guthrie, Chuck and Janet Haas, Deacon Kevin and 

Rhonda Heim, Georgie Hoerster, John Jacobson, Patrick and Laurie 

Johnson, Bob and Grace Jones, David and Diane Kehm, Brian F. 

Kelly, Mary E. Kelly, Mike Klapp, Bob and Cindy Kodis, Doug and 

Theresa Lewis, Richard and June Malliet, Michael and Diane 

Milobar, Barbara Mosley, Fred and Linda Nesbit, Rusty and Dee 

Santos, Larry and Jennifer Schull, Dane and Chris Shelton, Anna 

Timmerman, Alicia Towers, and Steve and Sharon Vickery. 

REV. JAMES C. POLICH 
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LOOKING FOR A GREAT WAY TO HELP  

THE CHILDREN OF OUR PARISH? 
We are looking for volunteers to help with the 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 5 p.m. Saturday 

evening Mass. The time commitment is about one-half 

hour a month — very minimal. If you are interested or 

have questions, please contact Cassie Sheik at  

255-1175, ext. 207.  God bless. 
 
A STUDY COMMISSIONED by the Knights of 

Columbus revealed that 75% of Catholic young people 

who had seriously considered religious life felt they 

were never encouraged to pursue that goal. Do you 

know someone who would make a good priest or 

sister? Why not tell them so? Your encouragement 

may be all they need.  (www.VocationsOnline.com) 
 
CHOOSE LIFE!  
Those who support a woman’s supposed ―right‖ to end 

the life of her unborn child might want to reflect on 

how they will be able to explain their position to the 

victims of abortion when we meet them face to face in 

the next life — which we most certainly will. 

—National Right to Life 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS, 
Court Ave Maria No. 302 will meet at 12 Noon on 

Saturday, January 17, at the Basilica of St. John. Mass 

will be celebrated by Chaplain Fr. Nelo Leto. 

Luncheon, business meeting, and bingo will follow. 

Members will bring white elephants for prizes. For 

reservations, call 279-2769. 

MASS SCHEDULE/INTENTIONS JANUARY 10-18, 2009 
 
Saturday January 10, 2009 

 8:00 a.m.  Maury Schnell 
 
 BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 Vigil-5:00 p.m.  Milo and Mary DePhillips 
 
Sunday January 11, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  John McLaughlin 
 10:00 a.m.  James and Margaret Bradley 
 12:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Augustin Church 
 
Monday   January 12, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Merlin Steger 
 
Tuesday January 13, 2009  
 8:00 a.m.  Paul Joseph Johnson 
 8:45 a.m.  Mass at School (All are welcome) 
 
Wednesday January 14, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Doug Nixon 
 
Thursday January 15, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Elizabeth Kirke 
 
Friday January 16, 2009   
 8:00 a.m.  Howard Longcor, Jr. 
 
Saturday January 17, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Jean O’Meara 

 5:00 p.m.  George Cappaert  
Sunday January 18, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Jeff, Dell and Tom Nolan 

 10:00 a.m.  Maxine Hiatt 
 12:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Augustin Church 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE — JANUARY 17-18, 2009  
 
5:00 P.M. L R. Heim AS T. Pierick 
 EM B. Baker AS S. Fortmann 
 EM M. Chiovaro AS B. Pieper 
 EM W. Douglass AS R. Pierick 
 EM L. Goeldner Ush D. Eischeid 
 EM K. Goldsmith Ush V. Eischeid 
 EM E. Rice Ush A. Peterson 
 EM M. Rice Ush T. Peterson 
 EM E. Sitzmann 
 
8:00 A.M. L J. Minor AS J. Heimbach 
 EM B. Beh AS M. Simmons 
 EM J. Gilchrist AS G. Heimbach 
 EM M. Guthrie AS A. Simmons 
 EM G. Hoerster Ush B. Acri 
 EM G. Noll Ush F. Acri 
 EM C. Shelton Ush L. Beh 
   Ush J. Strawn 
 VOCATIONS CHALICE:  Peg Janak 
 
10:00 A.M. L J. Cortesio AS K. Johnson 
 EM M. Baum AS M. Johnson 
 EM W. Baum AS J. Means 
 EM J. Bliss AS N. Hrubetz 
 EM P. DeMarco Ush J. Glaser 
 EM G. McDonald Ush M. Glaser 
 EM K. Riley Ush S. Mosley 
 EM B. Shepard Ush M. Panos 
 EM S. Sullivan 
 VOCATIONS CHALICE:  Steve and Ann Flood 
 
12:00 P.M. L A. Baughman AS J. Messina 
 EM G. Annexstad AS K. Caliguiri 
 EM L. Craven AS D. Hunter 
 EM R. Craven AS H. DeWitt 
 EM B. Currans Ush J. Dullard 
 EM R. Currans-denH. Ush J. Foarde 
 EM R. Nwaturuocha Ush J. Harrington 
 EM P. Urtz Ush D. Kehm 
 EM B. Blazek 
 VOCATIONS CHALICE:  Karen Abbott 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

January 18, 2009 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading – 1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19 

Psalm Response – Psalm 40:8-9 

Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 

Gospel – John 1:35-42 

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE tithe and plate income 

through December, 2008, was $609,616,.26 vs. a 

budget of $569,845.00. Our tithe and plate income goal 

for the fiscal year is $1,160,000. 
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 No School on January 19, 2009 

 Catholic Schools Week is January 25-31, with 

early dismissal on January 28. 

 Open House will be held at the School on  

January 25 after the 10 a.m. Mass. All are invited. 

 If you have a child who will be ready for 

Kindergarten for the 2009-2010 school year, please 

call the office as soon as possible so we may get an 

idea of how many students we will have for next 

year.  Thank you! 

 If you have a child who will be enrolling in the 

preschool four’s, please call the office as soon as 

possible so that we may get an idea of how many 

are interested. The four year old program is free. 

Also, just to get an idea, would you as a parent be 

more interested in a morning program or an 

afternoon program? Thank you. 

 January 13 is the first reconciliation meeting for 

parents at the church at 7 p.m. The second meeting 

is January 15 at 7 p.m. at the church. 

 We are excited at School to announce a $10,000 

grant from Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino 

through its 2008 Community Betterment Grant 

Program. Prairie Meadows Community Betterment 

Grants are given to projects in one of four 

categories: arts and culture, economic 

development, education and human services. The 

money will be used to upgrade the computers at the 

School. Congratulations to students, faculty, and 

staff at St. Augustin School! 

 Welcome back students!  RE resumed on 

Wednesday, January 7! 

 Second Graders:  First reconciliation meetings are 

this week. It is mandatory for parents AND 

students to attend either the January 13 or 

January 15 meeting at 7 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Questions? Please contact Cassie Sheik at 255-

1175, ext. 207. 

 If you have yet to pay your tuition costs, please 

turn them in as soon as possible or see Cassie to 

work out details. 

PRAY WITH US AT THE MASS FOR LIFE! 
The Mass for Life will be hosted by St. Anthony’s 

Church, 15 Indianola Ave., on January 22. At 6 p.m., 

―The Day I Lived Forever,‖ a pro-life musical based 

on the Liturgy of the Eucharist will be presented. A 

pregnant teen-aged girl and a bereaved father 

encounter Christ in this all-sung music drama.  

Features a cast of 30+ singers/musicians representing 

10 churches from the Diocese. At 6:45 p.m., a Rosary 

will be led by the Knights of Columbus. A 7 p.m., the 

Mass foe Life with Bishop Richard Pates presiding 

will be celebrated. A reception will immediately 

follow after Mass. The entire Diocese is invited. Bring 

your children and grandchildren! Together, let us 

prayerfully announce our belief in life from conception 

to natural death. 

 

FREE YOUR TEENS FROM THE “ANYTHING 

GOES” CULTURE — Theology of the Body for 

Teens will be held at Christ the King Catholic Church 

in their parish hall, 5711 SW 9th St., Des Moines. 

Dates are:  January 22 and 29, February 5 and 12 from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.; February 14, Retreat, from  

9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; and February 26 from 6:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. The fee of $25 covers materials for the five 

classes and retreat. Pre-register by calling (515) 280-

6156. A workshop for parents is available January 17. 

Call 515-979-9789 for more information. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER (IOWA) 
ñSeek the Lord while he may be found, call to him 

while he is near.ò Are we taking time to seek the Lord 

in our marriage? The next Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend is January 23-25 in Des Moines 

and Cedar Falls. Dates fill fast, and early registration is 

recommended. For more information, visit our website 

at www.iowa-wwme.org or call (641) 755-3667. For a 

Marriage Encounter Weekend in Spanish, register for  

February 20-22 or June 5-7, 2009. Contact Hugo and 

Gaby at 630-690-2094.   

 

CATHOLIC WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS (C.W.W.) 

is a group of adult Catholics who have lost a spouse 

and are joined in faith, hope, and social togetherness.  

We meet the fourth Tuesday of each month in the 

lower level parish hall of St. Augustin Church, 42nd 

and Grand Avenue, at 2 p.m. Membership dues are 

$12 a year. We have luncheons, potlucks, and dinner 

out. We meet the first Friday of each month for Mass 

at different churches in the diocese, with brunch 

following. We go to movies, trips to various places of 

interest, i.e., the Civic Center. You are free to join in 

any or all of the events. We car pool for those who are 

unable to drive. If interested, please call Marilyn at  

270-6121 or Leone at 981-0105. 

 

Please Pray for Vocations 

 November Baptisms: Winona Victoria Garza, daughter 

of David and Angela Kirke; Ryan Thomas Bobo, son of 

Jerome Bobo and Ann Corkrean; Marley Grace 

McMahon, daughter of Sean and Rebecca McMahon; 

James Edward DaSilva, son of Julio and Ann DaSilva. 

 December Baptisms: Madeline Audrey Vogt, daughter 

of Michael and Margaret Vogt; Mary Kathryn Rial, 

daughter of Thomas and Kimberly Rial.  

Welcome new members! 



PARISH TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Parish Office – 515-255-1175 / Parish Fax - 515-255-7969 
Parish Office Hours:  (Mon.—Fri.) 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
School Office – 515-279-5947 / School Fax  515-279-5947 

 
STAFF 
Rev. James C. Polich – Pastor, ext. 202 
Rev. Emmanuel Agwuoke – Parochial Vicar, ext. 203 
Rev. John Lorenz 
Rev. Mr. Kevin D. Heim, Deacon; RCIA and Baptism, ext. 208 
Dr. Nancy Dowdle – School Principal, 279-5947 
Miss Cassie Sheik – Director of Religious Education, ext. 207 
Mr. Andy Ball – Business-Finance Officer/ Foundation, ext. 215 
Mrs. Patricia Neal – Marriage Prep, ext. 209 
Mrs. Barbara Cortesio – Music Director, ext. 210 
Mrs. Pamela Meis – Office Manager, ext. 201 
Mr. Kirk Peterson – Buildings and Maintenance, 669-7446 
Mrs. Robin Rose – Receptionist/Funeral Arr./Hall Rental, ext. 200 
Mr. Kevin Von Schaumburg – Accountant, ext. 204, 8 a.m.–12 Noon 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
    WEEKEND: 5 p.m. Saturday / 8 and 10 a.m., 12 Noon. - Sunday 
    DAILY:  8 a.m. Monday - Saturday 
 
Website - www.staugustin.org / Email - info@staugustin.org 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday – 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday – 9 to 9:30 a.m.; 
or anytime by appointment—255-1175 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM — Baptisms are celebrated after  
the Noon Mass on the first Sunday of the month. Call Deacon Kevin 
Heim at 274-4321 to schedule a Baptism. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY — One of the parties to be married 
must be registered in St. Augustin Parish. Contact  
Mrs. Kathleen Bitterman 12 months prior to wedding – 255-1175. 
 
ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY — Emily Piper, Pres. – 202-7772. 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION — Meets first Tuesday of the month in church 
library. Contact Mindi Dickinson, Chair – 279-5142. 
 
CATHOLIC WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS — Meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month. Contact Marilyn, 270-6121; or Leone, 981-0105. 
 
CHOIR — Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Contact Barbara Cortesio, Director — 277-5046. 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL — Meets every other month on the second Tuesday. 
Contact Paul Bognanno, Chair — 274-2725.  
 
HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION — Contact Natalie Mote,  
274-1667 or natalie@motecpa.com; SCRIP, Gina Noll, 229-0601. 
 
HOSPITAL VISITS — Please contact the parish office (255-1175), if 
you or a loved one are hospitalized. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS — Meets the third Thursday of the month  
in the parish hall at 7 p.m. Contact Tony Klapp at 279-9258. 
 
MERCIFUL MEALS — During an illness or after a birth, request 
temporary meal assistance by calling Monica May at 988-1039. 
 
MOM’S GROUP – Kate Mitchell, 279-4490; Sue Honkamp, 664-9482 
 
NEWCOMERS — Welcome!  To register in our parish, please call our 
church office, 255-1175. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL — Meets the third Tuesday of month in the Library at 
7 p.m. Contact Bob Beh, Chair – 244-6684. 
 
PARISH HALL RENTAL — For hall rental or information, please call 
Robin Rose at 255-1175.  
 
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION — He asks us, ―Could you not 
watch one hour with me?‖ Contact Al Reynolds at 277-5445. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN — Send your prayer requests to Don and Rose Hauser 
– 277-7494 or dg-rlh@juno.com. 
 
RCIA – Please call Deacon Kevin Heim, 274-4321, for more info. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE –  Contact George Mosley, 279-9616. 
 
TRANSPORTATION TO SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. MASS — To schedule 
transportation, call Andy Ball at 255-1175, ext. 215. 
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PERPETUAL 

EUCHARISTIC 

ADORATION  
 

ñWhen you have received 

Him, stir up your heart to 

do Him homage; speak to 

Him about your spiritual life, gazing upon Him in 

your soul where He is present for your happiness; 

welcome Him as warmly as possible, and behave 

outwardly in such a way that your actions may give 

proof to all of His Presence.ò 

ðSt. Francis de Sales  
 
Will you spend one hour with Jesus? The following 

hours are our greatest need to fill in order to keep our 

24-hour commitment approved by the Vatican:   
 
Sunday:  2 a.m., 3 a.m., 4 a.m., 7 a.m. 

Monday:  2 a.m., 3 a.m. 

Tuesday:  1 a.m., 2 a.m. 

Wednesday:  1 a.m., 2 a.m. 

Thursday:  1 a.m. 

Friday:  3 a.m., 7 a.m., and 10 a.m. 

Saturday:  1 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 Noon, and 4 p.m. 
 
To reserve your hour with Jesus, please call Al at  

277-5445 or Sister Clare at 274-6082.  

INTRODUCTION TO THE  

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY 
Coming to Christ the King Parish, 5711 SW 9th St.,  

Saturday, January 17, 2009, a one day workshop from 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. covering four one hour video 

presentations by Christopher West. This study draws 

on Pope John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, and 

show God’s original plan for marriage and sexuality 

and will help you have a better understanding of this 

plan and its profound meaning in your life — for 

married, single, and consecrated. Cost is $10 for 

materials, morning rolls, and pizza lunch. To  

register, call Deacon Pat or Christine Kirkman  

at 515-979-9789. 

 

DISCOVER THE “BIG PICTURE” OF THE 

BIBLE with Jeff Cavins, renowned Catholic Bible 

teacher! Friday, February 20: 6:30 p.m. Registration,  

7-9 p.m. Conversion Talk; Saturday, February 21: 

7:30 a.m. Mass, 8 a.m. Registration (for those not 

check in on Friday), 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Seminar. The 

event will be held at Holy Spirit Church, 203 South 

Court Street, Carroll, IA 51401. Pre-Registration (by 

2/6/09) $25; Registration (after 2/6/09) $35. Price 

includes seminar materials and boxed lunch. For more 

information or to register, contact Kathy Steffen at  

712-792-0044. Space is limited. Register soon! 


