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Catholic Schools Week — January 25-31, 2009 

T 
oday’s feast celebrates the second most important event in the New Testament. Next to the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, the conversion of Saint Paul stands out as the most dramatic demonstration of God’s offer of 

salvation to the human race.  
 
Paul was born in Tarsus where he was schooled in the traditions of Pharisaic Judaism. According to Acts 22:3,  

Paul received further education in Jerusalem under Gamaliel, a leading Jewish scholar of the time. Paul’s letter to  

the Galatians confesses that in his ―earlier life in Judaism I was violently persecuting the church of God and was 

trying to destroy it.‖ Paul regarded the new Christian movement as a dangerous, heretical sect because it taught that 

Jesus is the son of God, an idea foreign to Jewish thought. While on his way to persecute Christians in Damascus, 

Paul was blinded by a vision of Jesus who asked, ―Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?‖ At that moment Paul 

underwent a radical transformation. This life-changing experience converted Paul from a persecutor to a proclaimer  

of Jesus Christ.  
 
Paul is best known as the Apostle to the Gentiles, because he carried 

the gospel message to non-Jews, the first Jewish missionary to do so 

on a broad scale. The scope of Paul’s missionary activity cannot be 

underestimated, for he founded churches all across Anatolia 

(today’s Turkey). With the help of disciples like Barnabas, Timothy, 

and Titus, Paul established Christian communities in small towns 

such as Iconium and in large urban centers like Ephesus, at that time 

the fourth largest city in the world. The cross of Jesus Christ forms 

the center of Paul’s theology, for he believed that ―I have been 

crucified with Christ,‖ and that this is the ultimate calling of every 

Christian. Paul identified so closely with Christ that he could boldly 

proclaim, ―It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.‖    
 
Today begins our celebration of Catholic Schools Week, whose 

theme ―Celebrate Service,‖ aptly portrays our Catholic schools as 

training grounds where students learn to serve as Jesus served. 

Education in service distinguishes Catholic from public education, 

because service is the hallmark of gospel living. In the United 

States, nearly 7,500 Catholic schools teach the fundamentals of 

Christian service to 2.5 million students. This week we give thanks 

to God for our schools which prepare our young people to minister 

in our Church.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FAITH IN SCHOOLS 
When we see the cross on the classroom wall, 

may we always remember the reason 

our schools of faith exist. 

For Christ died upon the cross,  

not for academic excellence, 

and not for a dress code; 

not for well-written essays, 

or for correctly added math problems. 

Christ died upon the cross for our salvation, 

and as a model of love for us to follow. 

May we remember while learning or teaching, 

that the most important thing we can learn or teach 

is not in our textbooks, but instead, 

is our faith in Christ himself. Amen. 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK IS JANUARY 25-31 
What is Catholic Schools Week? Catholic Schools 

Week (CSW) is an annual national celebration of the 

important role that Catholic elementary and secondary 

schools across the country play in providing a values-

added education for America’s young people. Catholic 

Schools are proud of their educational network that 

emphasizes intellectual, spiritual, moral, physical, and 

social values in their students. CSW is a key part of the 

year-long National Marketing Campaign for Catholic 

Schools. The theme this year is ―Catholic Schools 

Celebrate Service.‖ CSW celebrates education that 

goes beyond preparation for a secular life—it is 

education that prepares students for a Christian life.  

CSW also celebrates the high standards of excellence 

and the quality of the education available to all 

students in Catholic elementary and secondary schools 

across the U.S. The purpose of CSW is to build 

community awareness of, and involvement in, Catholic 

schools throughout the country. During this week, 

many dioceses and schools encourage parents to take 

full advantage of the benefits of local Catholic schools 

by enrolling their children in those schools. CSW also 

is an occasion for schools to interest citizens in volun-

teering their time and talents to local Catholic schools. 

MASS SCHEDULE/INTENTIONS JAN. 24--FEB. 1, 2009 
 
Saturday January 24, 2009 

 8:00 a.m.  Warren A. Dutton 
 
 THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL, APOSTLE 
 Vigil-5:00 p.m.  Gerald Cornish 
 
Sunday January 25, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Carmello Baltazar 
 10:00 a.m.  Rose and Jean DeMarco 
 12:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Augustin Church 
 
Monday   January 26, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Alberta Burns 
 
Tuesday January 27, 2009  
 8:00 a.m.  Paul Joseph Johnson 
 
Wednesday January 28, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Raymond G. Schaffer 
 
Thursday January 29, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Intention of Kathy Schaffer 
 
Friday January 30, 2009   
 8:00 a.m.  Richard Niedert 
 
Saturday January 31, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Howard Longcor 
 5:00 p.m.  Rev. Duane Raftis 
 
Sunday February 1, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  John and Agnes McLaughlin 
 10:00 a.m.  Charles Severino, Gilda Severino, 

    and Mary Tursi 
 12:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Augustin Church 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE — JAN. 31– FEB. 1, 2009  
 
5:00 P.M. L K. Pierick AS J. Mattern 
 EM B. Baker AS S. Beh 
 EM M. Chiovaro AS C. Eide 
 EM K. Goldsmith AS  
 EM P. Goldsmith Ush D. Eischeid 
 EM R. Melcher Ush V. Eischeid 
 EM E. Rice Ush A. Peterson 
 EM M. Rice Ush T. Peterson 
 EM E. Sitzmann 
 
8:00 A.M. L D. Power AS J. Stephens 
 EM J. Colver AS H. Crane 
 EM J. Gilchrist AS K. Walding 
 EM L. Gutenkauf AS B. LaBrie 
 EM M. Guthrie Ush B. Acri 
 EM G. Noll Ush F. Acri 
 EM C. Shelton Ush J. Knight 
   Ush J. Strawn 
 VOCATIONS CHALICE:  Dane and Chris Shelton 
 
10:00 A.M. L P. McIlhon AS A. Pyle 
 EM M. Baum AS L. Pyle 
 EM P. DeMarco AS E. Pyle 
 EM G. McDonald AS Z. Wheeler 
 EM S. Pyle Ush J. Cahill 
 EM K. Riley Ush G. Carraro 
 EM J. Romp Ush S. Mosley 
 EM B. Shepard Ush M. Panos 
 EM S. Sullivan 
 VOCATIONS CHALICE:  Matt and Anne Ahmann 
 
12:00 P.M. L L. Gebhardt AS M. Broderick 
 EM A. Baughman AS J. McCabe 
 EM L. Craven AS G. Scorpiniti 
 EM R. Craven AS C. Broderick 
 EM B. Currans Ush J. Dullard 
 EM R. Currans-denH. Ush J. Duong 
 EM J. Foarde Ush J. Harrington 
 EM P. Urtz Ush D. Kehm 
 EM B. Blazek 
 VOCATIONS CHALICE:  Jim and Julie Cahill 
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FISCAL YEAR TO DATE tithe and plate income 

through December, 2008, was $609,616,.26 vs. a 

budget of $569,845.00. Our tithe and plate income goal 

for the fiscal year is $1,160,000. 



(Continued ) 
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 Open House will be held at St. Augustin School on 

January 25 after the 10 a.m. Mass — 11:00 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m. — all are invited.   

 Early dismissal on January 28 at 11:30 a.m. with 

NO AFTERCARE. 

 If you have a child who would be ready for 

Kindergarten for the 2009-2010 school year, please 

call the school office as soon as possible so we may 

get an idea of how many students we will have for 

next year. Thank you. 

 If you have a child who would be enrolling in the 

preschool four’s, please call the school office as 

soon as possible so we may get an idea of how 

many are interested. The four-year-old program is 

free. Also, just to get an idea, would you as a 

parent be more interested in a morning program or 

an afternoon program? Thank you. 

 Congratulations to the Geography Bee participants 

and winners!   

 4th Grade — Gus Mote and Tommy Nesbit 

 5th Grade — Hannah Frame and Daniel Hunter 

 6th Grade — Brendon Cahill and  

  Michael Peterson 

 7th Grade — Jack Heimbach 

 8th Grade — Adrienne Pyle and  

  Angelo Tancreti 

 Winner — 7th Grade Nick Smith 

 Great job to everyone! 

 If you have yet to pay your tuition costs, please 

turn them in as soon as possible or see Cassie to 

work out details. 

SPAGHETTI DINNER!  Make plans to join us for a 

Spaghetti Dinner to be held Saturday, January 31, 

following the 5 p.m. Mass in the parish hall. Tickets 

are $7 adults; $4 ages 4-12; and free for ages 3 and 

under. Tickets are available at the door. 
 

NEW! FAIR TRADE COFFEE — We have a new 

supplier for Fair Trade coffee, tea, hot chocolate, and 

chocolates. Stop by the Social Justice table after 

Masses on January 31 and February 1 to see the new 

varieties and purchase coffee, chocolate, etc. Your 

purchases help guarantee fair wages to disadvantaged 

farmers and workers around the world. 
 

GET READY FOR THE HISTORIC  

ST. AUGUSTIN’S LADIES NIGHT OUT! 
Bingo Rosary Ladies vs. Bunko School Moms will be 

held in the St. Augustin Parish Hall. Wine, soft drinks 

and scrumptious nibble Cuisine! Rosary Ladies will 

play Bingo—School Moms will play Bunko. The 

group with the most wins will apply the prize money 

to a special project at school or church. A $5 registra-

tion fee is required for players. The date is Thursday, 

February 26, from 5-8 p.m. 
 

THANK YOU! to the following families who prepared 

the meals for the St. Joseph Shelter: 

October:  Donisue Rupp and Friends 

November:  Juliet Bliss 

December:  Steve and Ann Flood and Family 

Would you like to volunteer preparing meals?  Please 

contact Patty Iseminger at 643-6682 for more info.  
 

CHOOSE LIFE!  When does a new human life begin? 

When is there a new living organism of the human 

species, distinct from mother and father and ready to 

develop and mature if given a nurturing environment? 

While ancient thinkers had little verifiable knowledge 

to help them answer this question, today the science of 

embryology confirms beyond a doubt that a new 

human life begins at conception.   
 

JESUS SAID, “You did not choose me, I chose you.”  

Is Jesus calling you to be a priest? Consider the call. 

Christ spoke of the talents each one of us has, talents 

which must not be buried. Our calling is to take those 

talents, develop them fully, and then use them in 

establishing His kingdom on earth. Are you using your 

talents to fulfill your vocation to service? Are you an 

active Christian in the parish, at your workplace, and 

in the home? Take some time today to reflect on how 

you might use your special talents in the service of the 

Kingdom.  www.VocationsOnline.com 

RETROVILLE WEEKEND — Deacon Dennis and 

Sarah Luft have notified the Des Moines Diocese that 

the Retroville weekend for the Dubuque Archdiocese 

on February 6, 2009, has been cancelled. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
“I tell you brothers and sisters, the time is running 

out.” Time passes so swiftly. Soon there will be no 

more time to enrich our marriage. Now is the time to 

act. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekends are February 13-15 in Des Moines and 

Cedar Falls, Ia. Dates fill fast, early registration is 

recommended. For more information, visit our website 

at: www.iowa-wwme.org or call (641) 755-3667. For a 

Weekend in Spanish, February 20-22, June 5-7, 2009, 

contact Hugo and Gaby at 630-690-2094. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
February 1, 2009 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading – Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm Response – Psalm 95:8 

Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 

Gospel – Mark 1:21-28 



PARISH TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Parish Office – 515-255-1175 / Parish Fax - 515-255-7969 
Parish Office Hours:  (Mon.—Fri.) 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
School Office – 515-279-5947 / School Fax  515-279-5947 

 
STAFF 
Rev. James C. Polich – Pastor, ext. 202 
Rev. Emmanuel Agwuoke – Parochial Vicar, ext. 203 
Rev. John Lorenz 
Rev. Mr. Kevin D. Heim, Deacon; RCIA and Baptism, ext. 208 
Dr. Nancy Dowdle – School Principal, 279-5947 
Miss Cassie Sheik – Director of Religious Education, ext. 207 
Mr. Andy Ball – Business-Finance Officer/ Foundation, ext. 215 
Mrs. Patricia Neal – Marriage Prep, ext. 209 
Mrs. Barbara Cortesio – Music Director, ext. 210 
Mrs. Pamela Meis – Office Manager, ext. 201 
Mr. Kirk Peterson – Buildings and Maintenance, 669-7446 
Mrs. Robin Rose – Receptionist/Funeral Arr./Hall Rental, ext. 200 
Mr. Kevin Von Schaumburg – Accountant, ext. 204, 8 a.m.–12 Noon 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
    WEEKEND: 5 p.m. Saturday / 8 and 10 a.m., 12 Noon. - Sunday 
    DAILY:  8 a.m. Monday - Saturday 
 
Website - www.staugustin.org / Email - info@staugustin.org 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday – 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday – 9 to 9:30 a.m.; 
or anytime by appointment—255-1175 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM — Baptisms are celebrated after  
the Noon Mass on the first Sunday of the month. Call Deacon Kevin 
Heim at 274-4321 to schedule a Baptism. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY — One of the parties to be married 
must be registered in St. Augustin Parish. Contact Mrs. Patricia Neal 
12 months prior to wedding – 255-1175 ext. 209. 
 
ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY — Emily Piper, Pres. – 202-7772. 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION — Meets first Tuesday of the month in church 
library. Contact Mindi Dickinson, Chair – 279-5142. 
 
CATHOLIC WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS — Meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month. Contact Marilyn, 270-6121; or Leone, 981-0105. 
 
CHOIR — Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Contact Barbara Cortesio, Director — 277-5046. 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL — Meets every other month on the second Tuesday. 
Contact Paul Bognanno, Chair — 274-2725.  
 
HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION — Contact Natalie Mote,  
274-1667 or natalie@motecpa.com; SCRIP, Gina Noll, 229-0601. 
 
HOSPITAL VISITS — Please contact the parish office (255-1175), if 
you or a loved one are hospitalized. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS — Meets the third Thursday of the month  
in the parish hall at 7 p.m. Contact Tony Klapp at 279-9258. 
 
MERCIFUL MEALS — During an illness or after a birth, request 
temporary meal assistance by calling Monica May at 988-1039. 
 
MOM’S GROUP – Kate Mitchell, 279-4490; Sue Honkamp, 664-9482 
 
NEWCOMERS — Welcome!  To register in our parish, please call our 
church office, 255-1175. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL — Meets the third Tuesday of month in the Library at 
7 p.m. Contact Emily Duong, Chair – 255-3402. 
 
PARISH HALL RENTAL — For hall rental or information, please call 
Robin Rose at 255-1175.  
 
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION — He asks us, ―Could you not 
watch one hour with me?‖ Contact Al Reynolds at 277-5445. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN — Send your prayer requests to Don and Rose Hauser 
– 277-7494 or dg-rlh@q.com. 
 
RCIA – Please call Deacon Kevin Heim, 274-4321, for more info. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE –  Contact George Mosley, 279-9616. 
 
TRANSPORTATION TO SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. MASS — To schedule 
transportation, call Andy Ball at 255-1175, ext. 215. 
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HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
―Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do 

something.‖ Hospice volunteers needed to share 

conversation, hold a hand, bake a cake, give a hug.  

For those not previously trained, training is available 

on Thursdays, February 19 and 26, and March 5, 2009;  

6-9 p.m. at Wesley Acres, 3520 Grand Avenue,  

Des Moines. Call Alyssa Englund, Volunteer Coord. 

Wesley Community Hospice for an application  

(515-271-6775) or aenglund@wesleyservices.org. 
 
WHO ARE THE CAPUCHINS? 
The Capuchin Franciscan friars will 

be holding a weekend in the 

Milwaukee area for men [ages 17-49] 

who are interested in learning about 

religious life and seeing how 

Capuchins live as Franciscans in our 

world and in the Church today.  The 

weekend is February 20-22, 2009. If you would like 

to attend, have questions, or want to recommend 

someone for the weekend, call (773) 475-6206 or 

(920) 915-4400 or email the Vocation Office at: 

vocation@capuchinfranciscans.org. Check out the 

Capuchin website at: www.capuchinfranciscans.org. 
 
DISCOVER THE “BIG PICTURE” OF THE 

BIBLE with Jeff Cavins, renowned Catholic Bible 

teacher! Friday, February 20: 6:30 p.m. Registration,  

7-9 p.m. Conversion Talk; Saturday, February 21: 

7:30 a.m. Mass, 8 a.m. Registration (for those not 

checked in on Friday), 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Seminar. 

The event will be held at Holy Spirit Church, 203 

South Court Street, Carroll, IA. Pre-Registration (by 

2/6/09) $25; Registration (after 2/6/09) $35. Price 

includes seminar materials and boxed lunch. For more 

information or to register, contact Kathy Steffen at  

712-792-0044. Space is limited. Register soon! 
 
CATHOLIC WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS (C.W.W.) 
is a group of adult Catholics who have lost a spouse 

and are joined in faith, hope, and social togetherness. 

For more information, call Marilyn at 270-6121 or  

Leone at 981-0105. 

DEEP MAROON SERENADE: A NIGHT TO REMEMBER! 

Celebrate Valentine’s Day a little early — with an 

evening of great music and fun! As part of Dowling 

Catholic High School’s Performing Arts department,  

the Dowling Band presents the Tenth Annual ―Deep 

Maroon Serenade‖ on Sunday, February 8, 6:00 p.m.,  

at 7 Flags Events Center (N.W. 100th St. and Swanson 

Blvd., Clive). Come support these talented young 

musicians — many from our parish — as they perform 

in symphony and concert bands, jazz groups, clarinet 

choir and percussion ensembles. Dowling’s jazz choir 

will join with the jazz bands for a few entertaining 

tunes. Admission is just $5, and tickets can be purchased 

at the door. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., with cabaret-style 

seating on a first-come/first-served basis. Food and non-

alcoholic beverages will be available. 


