% ST. AUGUSTIN PARISH =

LIVING SPIRIT

% February 21,2010 =

545 42ND STREET DES MOINES, 1A 50312 515-255-1175 WWW.STAUGUSTIN.ORG

Lent is a season of opportunity. The time we devote to prayer, fasting and alms giving
provides us excellent opportunities to grow in God’s grace. Today’s gospel shows
how, by the grace of God, Jesus overcame the temptations of the devil. The three
temptations of satisfying hunger, the drive for power, and the desire to impress others are
all normal human inclinations. Yet such temptations become sinful when they fail to
express to God’s will. Had Jesus given in to just one of the devil’s demands, he would have
failed in the mission to which God called him. But Jesus rose above the temptation to do
his own thing and placed God’s will at the very center of his life and mission. Doing what

REV. JA;";SStf)'rPOL'C” God commands is the supreme challenge for all of us in these days of Lent.

During this holy season of Lent, we celebrate Christ’s sacrifice made so his people would

never be separated from a loving God. We join with Christ by making our own sacrifices
through Lenten fasting and by sharing our gifts with fellow members of our Christian family. Last week |
reported a current need of $102,600 based on 1) a projected year end deficit of $17,600 as reported in the
EOFY Financial Report of September, 2009 (see parish website); 2) a December 3, 2009 St. Augustin School
Board request of $30,000 assistance from St. Augustin’s Finance Council, as reported in the Finance Council
minutes (see parish website); and 3) a $55,000 drop in anticipated parish income as of December 31, 2009.

To address these and other needs we’re conducting a special Lenten appeal to raise $150,000 in support of our
parish ministries. St. Augustin is a strong, viable parish, but many vital needs remain unfunded. You can donate
to our general fund, or specifically for:

% The new fire alarm system that’s keeping our school and religious

education students safe =
X Qh_urch staff and school teacher salaries that enable us to offer a just, e it the Hly Spiek
living wage Jesus returned from the Jordan
% Heating and electricity to keep our school and church well-lit and warm and was led by the Spirit
% Rectory expenses including food and building maintenance G desertee
% Parish hall chairs and supplies to provide a welcoming environment ' R
% Worship aids and liturgy expenses including hosts, sacramental wine

and liturgical books.
Our financial needs are immediate. Your sacrificial gift during Lent will
support our dedicated staff and maintain our church and school buildings,
the touchstones of our spiritual lives as Catholic Christians. Please respond
generously in thanks for the abundant gifts God has given you. If you’re
unable to give now, please consider making a pledge to be fulfilled over the FIRST sunoav .

next few months. \
Thank you for your assistance. Your parish is counting on you. May God LENT

bless you for your generous support of our community of faith.
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CHOOSE LIFE? Writer Frederic Mathewes-Green
has pointed out that:’no woman wants an abortion as
she wants an ice cream cone or a Porsche. She wants
an abortion as an animal caught in a trap wants to
gnaw off its own leg.”

%TTME, TALENT & TREASURES

Through January, 2010 fiscal year-to-date tithe and
plate income was $680,684.70 vs. a budget of
$730,720.66. Our tithe and plate income goal for the
fiscal year, which ends June 30, 2010 is $1,191,209.94
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AT THE CHURCH
%  February 22 - 12 noon - Prayer Group- Library
7:00 p.m. - Social Justice- PH
% February 23 - 9:30 a.m. - CSS Leaders- Lib
2:00 p.m. - Catholic Widow &
Widowers - Lower Level
February 24 - 9:30 a.m. - CSS - Parish Hall, Lib
7:00 p.m. - CSS - Parish Hall
7:15 p.m. - Choir practice- LL
%  February 25 - 7:00 p.m.- World Youth Day
informational meeting- PH
% February 26 -10:00 a.m. - Mothers group- LL
February 27 - 9:00 a.m. - Minister workshop-PH
¥  February 28 - 9:00 a.m. - RCIA-Lib
after 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Mass- Coffee & donuts
6:00 p.m. -DM Menace Academy
annual banquet - Parish Hall

K

P

-7May your Lenten season be a time to
spend some additional time with
God. Through prayer we simply tune
into God’s presence. We never have
to get God’s attention. We have
God’s total attention, always. We
never have to make an appointment
with God. We are “first on the list”
and the appointment is always “right
now.” When we call God we never
get voice mail. It’s a direct
connection. Wherever we are, God is
present to us. All we have to do is
turn off the mute button and let
prayer happen. Will you take a few
minutes each day to converse with
God?

THROUGH LENTEN PRACTICES OF SELF-DENIAL, WE
STRENGTHEN OUR WILL TO CHOOSE.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
February 28, 2010 (Second Sunday of Lent)
First Reading -Genesis: 15: 5-12, 17-18
Psalm Response — Psalms 27: 1, 7-9, 13-14
Second Reading — Philippians 3:17 - 4:1 or

3:20-4:1
Gospel - Luke 9:28b - 36
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Do you have a loved one serving overseas?
Please send their name and location to
cindys@staugustin.org. or call 255-1175 so
we can honor them in a special section of
the bulletin and request prayers for them.

MASS CONFUSION ON A SATURDAY

Have you ever wondered what was . .
going on at the Mass, or sensed DOI'IIt MIS ThIS!
there was more going on than
meets the eye? You’re not alone.
Join Dr. Tom Neal, director of St.
Joseph Educational Center, as he dispels the myths and
ponders the mind-blowing mystery that stands at the
center of our Catholic Faith: the holy Eucharist.
Come out for a Saturday morning to learn some
history and theology that has the fiery power to
transform your real, day-to-day life.  Saturday,
February 27th from 9:00 a.m. - Noon in the main
Church. (Child care will be available)

HELPING OTHERS: St. Joseph’s Shelter is the
only shelter in Polk County where the entire family
unit can stay together. They offer three meals a day,
laundry facilities, and case management to assist
guests in returning to self-sufficiency. As the families
leave the shelter, they are given basic household items;
pots and pans, dish soap, kitchen towels, laundry soap
and other cleaning supplies. During Lent, Altar and
Rosary Society will be collecting cleaning and kitchen
supplies to help St. Joseph’s Shelter in their work.
Look for donation boxes at the rear of the church and
outside the Parish Hall.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
“When we speak to Jesus with
simplicity and with all our
heart, He does like a mother
who holds her child’s head with
her hands and covers it with
kisses and caresses.” -St. John
Vianney, on adoring Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.
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a.m.,7:00p.m.,Tuesday:2:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m.,

Wednesday: 1:00 a.m., 2:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.; 2:00 p.m.
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p.m. To reserve your hour with Jesus, call Al at 277-
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CHRIST IS THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE
LIFE--This is the theme for the Spring Christ Renews
His Parish weekend. You are invited to come for a
relaxing break from your busy schedule and enjoy the
opportunity to reflect on your relationship with God.
What a great way to enhance Lent this year. For more
information, check the blue flyers in the pews and/or
contact Deacon Kevin or Rhonda Heim at 274-4321 or
rsheim@prodigy.net. February 27th from 9:00 a.m. -
Noon in the Church. (Child care will be available)

SALVATION ARMY HOMELESS OUTREACH
February is St. Augustin’s month to provide breakfast
casseroles for the homeless. Please bring your
FROZEN casserole to the church office, where it will
be stored in the freezer.
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Breakfast Casserole Recipe
+ 2 cups cheddar cheese 1 cup bisquick mix
24 eggs 2 cups milk

: 1 pound sausage 1/2 tsp. each salt & pepper

+Brown sausage and grate cheese. Place in greased
11 %” x 8 %” pan. Combine eggs, milk, salt,

: pepper, and Bisquick mix and mix well. Pour

:eggs over sausage and cheese. Bake at 400° for 35-
:45 minutes. Cool completely, cover, and Freeze.
OPERATION RICE BOWL

As part of our community’s observance of Lent, we
ask all families to participate in Catholic

N R . o . .
o= &)\ Relief Services Operation Rice Bowl, a

i ’2-1 program of prayer, fasting, learning and

./ giving. Please be sure to take home a
s Rice Bowl which can be found in the

east hallway or in the back of Church.

Jesus’ Temptation— In Luke’s story of the
temptations of Jesus we see how we can be tempted by
wealth, power and esteem just as He was. Lent calls us
to focus on our faith life by living it in deeper ways.
As we begin our journey with Catholic Relief
Services’ Operation Rice Bowl, let us pray and
sacrifice so that through our faith life we can make a
difference in the lives of our brothers and sisters in
need.
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‘A’i SCHOOL NEWS

% Registration is taking place for current St.
Augustin  Families. If you are not currently
enrolled and are interested please call the school
at 279-5974. If you are in need of financial
assistance please contact Dr. Dowdle.

% There are currently openings in both the A.M. and
P.M. Universal Free Preschool for 4 year olds for
next year. If you have any questions or need
additional information please contact the school
office at 279-5947.

% Reminder NO School Monday, February 22

% Blue and Gold day February 26

%I% AROUND THE DIOCESE

CHAMBER CHOIR OF THE COLLEGE OF ST.
BENEDICT AND ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY will
be holding a concert at St. Pius X Catholic Church,
3663 66th St., Urbandale on Friday, February 26 at
8:00 p.m.. The choir will perform a wide variety of
sacred and secular music. Admission is free. For
information please call Curtis at 991-3882.

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH’S
ANNUAL NOVENA will focus on the “Great Fathers
of the Church.” at 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. on:

Feb. 26 - St. Cyril of Jerusalem- Deacon Larry Kehoe
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LENTEN OFFERINGS AT CONCEPTION

ABBEY’S GUEST CENTER. There are several Iﬁ PARISH RESOURCES
opportunities for spiritual rest during Lent at
Conception Abbey. The first opportunity will be on:
Wednesday, March 3— Lenten day of reflection for
women. The day will reflect on developing a healthy
humility in our relationships with God and others.
Coffee at 8:30 a.m. with conference starting at 9:00
a.m. Quiet time, Eucharist with the monks and
seminarians, and lunch follow. Additional personal
time and a conference at 2:30 p.m. conclude the day.
(Suggested donation, including lunch: $20 per person)
Please contact the Abbey Guest Center at 660-944-
2809 or at guest@conception.edu for reservations.

A LIVING HEAVEN (The story of Jesus through
the eyes of the Saints.) A Quiner Production coming
to All Saints, 650 NE 52nd Avenue on February 28th
at 3:00 p.m. Your faith will be enriched while you
are being entertained. Admission: Adults - $10,
students - $5, children 12 and under free. (We know
these are tough economic times. Please come for free
if you cannot afford the price of a ticket.)

GREAT MUSIC, GREAT FUN! The Dowling
Catholic’s Performing Arts Department will be
presenting the band’s 11th annual “Deep Maroon
Serenade” on Sunday, February 28th, 6:00 p.m., at 7
Flags Event Center, NW 100th & Swanson Blvd.,
Clive. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. with cabaret-style
seating. Come support these talented young musicians
-many from our parish— as they perform in symphony
concert bands, jazz groups, clarinet choir and
percussion ensembles. Dowling’s jazz choir and the
junior high drum line will also perform. Admission is
$5.00 at the door. Dowling band alumni are invited to
join in a special “Alumni Band” performance. To sign
up for the alumni performance contact Madeline
Meyer, 254-9145, Kathy Sevcik (253-9433) or Sue
Tell (270-2324).

LADIES SHOPPING EXTRAVAGANZA

Ladies bring your girlfriends on Thursday, March 4
from 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. to the Dowling Cafeteria,
1450 Buffalo Road, West Des Moines. Vendors will
be selling unique women’s clothing, purses, jewelry,
scrapbooking supplies, home accessories, beauty
products, kitchen items and more!

DOWLING CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL’S
STUDENTS FOR LIFE CLUB will be hosting their
Annual Skate for Life Fundraiser at Brenton Skate
Plaza, 520 Robert Ray Drive on Sunday, March 7th
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Minimum donation: $7 per
person, families of 4 or more $25, skate rental $1.00.
DOWLING CATHOLIC BASEBALL SPRING
CLINIC for grades 2— 8 is scheduled for March 8th
& March 9th from 6:00—8:00 p.m Main emphasis
on pitching, hitting and defensive skills. Cost is $40
for 1st player, $20 for each additional player. T-shirt
included. Registration due by Monday, March
2nd. Please call Dowling Athletic Office at (222-
1010) for a registration form or more information.
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