
T oday’s gospel points up an important feature of Jesus’ ministry.  Jesus proclaimed 

God’s kingdom not only by his preaching, but by healing many people and casting 

out demons. In today’s gospel, Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law who lay ill with fever.  

After that Jesus heals the sick and casts out demons.  All these miracles were signs that, 

through Jesus, God’s kingdom had broken in upon the world.   
 
In the ancient world, many people viewed sickness as a sign of approaching death.  

Seriously ill people were thought to be in the final grips of the power of death.  In freeing 

people from their illness, Jesus establishes his sovereignty over the power of death and 

overturns the reign of Satan once and for all. 
 
Last Sunday’s gospel told of Jesus casting an unclean spirit out of a man in a Jewish 

synagogue.  Today’s gospel narrates Jesus casting out many demons.  In both instances 

Jesus demands the evil spirits keep silent, lest they reveal Jesus’ true identity as the 

Messiah.  This intriguing device is known as the ―messianic secret‖ and is unique to Mark’s gospel. The 

messianic secret is Jesus’ way of concealing his divinely ordained mission as God’s anointed.  This is why he 

often admonishes the apostles and those he heals not to reveal his identity 

to anyone.  Jesus’ full identityas God’s anointed will be revealed only 

when Jesus asks his disciples, ―who do you say that I am?‖ and Peter 

responds, ―You are the Christ‖ (Mark 8:29) 
 
Congratulations to our second grade religious education and St. Augustin 

School students who celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 

first time on January 27:  Olivia Anania, Reagan Anania, Eleanor Ball, 

Maxwell Beh, James Caligiuri, James Carmody, Matthew Cernicky,  

Claire DeWitt, Payton Downing, Elora Duong, Caroline Fink, 

Jackson Fisher, Alexander Gisi, Kamilla Golebiewski, Zachary Halter, 

Sierra Hernandez, Claire Hetherington, Samuel Hrubetz, Jordan Kelleher, 

Mason Kochel, Colin LaBrie, Benjamin Means, Ryan O’Hara,  

John Rolfes, Isaac Scheideman, John Scholz, Edward Schulte,  

Mary Simmons, Noah Smith, Ellen Strittmater, Jessica Thomas and 

Lauren Townsend. 
 
Thanks to Cassie Sheik, our DRE, and our catechists and parents who 

helped prepare these youngsters to experience God’s healing love in this 

sacrament of mercy.   
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PRAYER FOR LIFE 
Please join us on Monday, February 9, from 3:30 p.m. 

to 4:30 p.m., in the rotunda at the state capitol as we  

pray for the end to abortion, and other aspects of the 

Culture of Death. Speakers will include Rep. Steve 

King and Sonja Bates. The Prayer for Life is spon-

sored by the Iowa Catholic Conference, Iowans for 

LIFE,  Iowa Right to Life, The Knights of Columbus, 

and other pro-life, pro-family organizations. Please 

come to support life! 
 

LET’S PLAY BRIDGE! — February 12 at 12:30 p.m. 

in the parish hall. Singles or full table $1.50 per 

person. Contact Bea Sweet at 279-4230. 
 

DOWLING REMINDER:  Incoming freshman 

registration at Dowling Catholic H.S. is Saturday, 

February 14, in the auditorium, 8:30–10 a.m. for new 

parents; 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. for parents who have 

had a child attend DCHS. 
 

ME, AN EXTRAORDINARY MINSTER 

OF THE EUCHARIST?  
Whether at Mass or in visits to the sick or homebound, 

this is a wonderful opportunity to serve your fellow 

parishioner. Two training sessions are currently 

scheduled:  Tuesday, February 17, and Tuesday, 

February 24, both at 7 p.m.  Please feel free to attend, 

even if you are just curious. Your attendance does not 

obligate you to serve. Sign up now! Call Deacon 

Kevin Heim at 255-1175, ext. 209, or Cassie Sheik at 

255-1175, ext. 207. 
 

SAVE THE DATE!  You are invited to take a break 

from your busy schedule of personal, business, and 

family obligations, and to unwind in a casual, relaxed 

atmosphere. You will get to know fellow Christian 

men and women at the Christ Renews His Parish 

weekend at St. Pius X Parish Center. Men’s weekend 

is February 21-22; Women’s weekend is February 28 

and March 1. If you are interested, contact Deacon 

Kevin and Rhonda Heim at 274-4321. 

MASS SCHEDULE/INTENTIONS FEBRUARY 7-16, 2009 
 
Saturday February 7, 2009 

 8:00 a.m.  Intention of Dr. Neil McGarvey 
 
 FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
 Vigil-5:00 p.m.  George Cappeart 
 
Sunday February 8, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Joe and Bambina Facciola 
 10:00 a.m.  Ramona Cernicky 
 12:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Augustin Church 
 
Monday   February 9, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Frank J. and Marie B. Comfort 
 
Tuesday February 10, 2009  
 8:00 a.m.  Paul Joseph Johnson 
 8:50 a.m.  School Mass at School (all welcome)  
 
Wednesday February 11, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Int. of Lewis & Mary Ellen DeMarco 
 
Thursday February 12, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Michael J. Colacino 
 
Friday February 13, 2009   
 8:00 a.m.  Charles and Alice Tupy 
 
Saturday February 14, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Intention of the Nall Family 

 5:00 p.m.  Dennis Van Liew  
Sunday February 15, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Jim, Helen, and Sheila Shaw 

 10:00 a.m.  Rose and Jean DeMarco 
 12:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Augustin Church 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE — FEBRUARY 14-15, 2009  
 
5:00 P.M. L W. Douglas AS T. Pierick 
 EM B. Baker AS G. Rice 
 EM M. Chiovaro AS A. Goldsmith 
 EM K. Goldsmith AS R. Pierick 
 EM P. Goldsmith Ush D. Eischeid 
 EM A. Kelly Ush V. Eischeid 
 EM E. Rice Ush A. Peterson 
 EM M. Rice Ush T. Peterson 
 EM E. Sitzmann 
 
8:00 A.M. L D. Swift AS J. Heimbach 
 EM B. Beh AS M. Simmons 
 EM J. Colver AS G. Heimbach 
 EM J. Gilchrist AS A. Simmons 
 EM M. Guthrie Ush B. Acri 
 EM G. Hoerster Ush P. Janek 
 EM C. Shelton Ush J. Knight 
   Ush J. Strawn 
 VOC. CHALICE:  Leroy and Anne Timmerman  
 
10:00 A.M. L M. Cernicky AS C. Ihedilionye 
 EM B. Baum AS A. Duong 
 EM M. Baum AS N. Hrubetz 
 EM J. Bliss AS J. Ihedilionye 
 EM G. McDonald Ush J. Cahill
 EM P. DeMarco Ush G. Carraro 
 EM S .Pyle Ush J. Glaser 
 EM K. Riley Ush M. Glaser 
 EM J. Romp 
 VOC. CHALICE:  Chris and Krista Maeder 
 
12:00 P.M. L P. Urtz AS J. Messina 
 EM G. Annexstad AS K. Caliguiri 
 EM P. Barber AS D. Hunter
 EM A. Baughman AS H. DeWitt 
 EM L. Craven Ush J. Dullard 
 EM R. Craven Ush J. Duong 
 EM B. Currans Ush J. Foarde 
 EM R. Currans-denH Ush D. Kehm 
 EM P. McIhon 
 VOC. CHALICE: Rob denHartog/Brenda Currans 
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FISCAL YEAR TO DATE tithe and plate income 

through January, 2009, was $710,615.79 vs. a budget 

of $680,452.25. Our tithe and plate income goal for the 

fiscal year is $1,160,000. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
February 15, 2009 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading – Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 

Psalm Response – Psalm 32:7 

Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 

Gospel – Mark 1:40-45 



(Continued ) 
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PERPETUAL  

EUCHARISTIC 

ADORATION  
 
Will you spend one hour with 

Jesus? The following hours 

are our greatest need to fill 

in order to keep our 24-hour 

commitment approved by 

the Vatican:   
 
Sunday:  2 a.m., 3 a.m., 4 a.m., 7 a.m., 1 p.m. 

Monday:  2 a.m., 3 a.m. 

Tuesday:  1 a.m., 2 a.m. 

Wednesday:  1 a.m., 2 a.m., 10 p.m. 

Thursday:  1 a.m. 

Friday:  3 a.m., 7 a.m., and 10 a.m. 

Saturday:  1 a.m., 10 a.m., 12 Noon, 4 p.m., 6 p.m. 
 
To reserve your hour with Jesus, please call Al at  

277-5445 or Sister Clare at 274-6082.  

 If you have a child who would be ready for 

Kindergarten for the 2009-2010 school year, please 

call the school office as soon as possible so we may 

get an idea of how many students we will have for 

next year. Thank you! 

 If you have a child who would be enrolling in the 

preschool four’s, please call the school office as 

soon as possible so we may get an idea of how 

many are interested. The four-year-old program is 

free. Also, just to get an idea, would you as a 

parent be more interested in a morning program or 

an afternoon program? Thank you. 

 St. Augustin Preschool and Optional Kindergarten 

Open House and Registration: 

Three and Four Year Old Preschool Program,   

February 10 from 3:45-4:15 p.m. 

Optional Kindergarten Program, February 11,  

from 3:45-4:15 p.m.  Both in room 102. 

 All parents are invited to an evening focused on the 

new standards-based reporting system. There are 

three opportunities to attend, choose one for your 

convenience: Monday, February 9, in the  

St. Augustin parish hall from 6:30-8 p.m.; or 

Tuesday, February 10, in the St. Theresa parish  

hall from 6:30-8 p.m. 

 CHANGE IN DISMISSAL TIME — FEB. 16 IS 

NOW A 3:00 P.M. DISMISSAL. Conferences will 

start at 3:30 p.m. 

 Reminder—Parent’s progress reports were 

mailed home last week.  Please look them over 

with your students and return them to the teachers. 

 There are NO Religious Education classes on 

February 18, due to a Teacher In-Service Day. 

 Remember, February 25 is Ash Wednesday.  

We will be meeting at Church and celebrating 

Mass together that evening. Please be at Church 

by 6:45 p.m., and, if your child is participating, 

please have them here no later than 6:30 p.m. 

 We are still collecting eye glasses for a Confirma-

tion project for people in Honduras.  A box for the 

eye glasses is in the back of the Church. 

GET READY FOR THE HISTORIC  

ST. AUGUSTIN’S LADIES NIGHT OUT! 
Bingo Rosary Ladies vs. Bunko School Moms will be 

held in the St. Augustin Parish Hall. Wine, soft drinks 

and scrumptious nibble Cuisine! Rosary Ladies will 

play Bingo—School Moms will play Bunko. The 

group with the most wins will apply the prize money 

to a special project at school or church. A $5 registra-

tion fee is required for players. The date is Thursday, 

February 26, from 5-8 p.m. 

 

TOO MUCH BOOK CLUTTER? 
There will  be a box available for donated books in the 

east hall corridor for the Iowa Right to Life Book Sale 

which takes place on March 25-30, 2009. Bring in 

your used books for this important event. Proceeds  

go to help pregnancy centers and maternity homes in 

Iowa. Volunteers are needed to sort books in the 

Iowa Right to Life warehouse. If you can volunteer, 

please call Rhonda Phillips at 515-205-8024.  

 

JESUS COMMANDED US to pray for vocations with 

his words: “Pray, therefore, the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into his harvest” (Mt. 9:38).  Take 

on prayer for vocations as your personal effort to 

increase the number of priests, sisters, and deacons. 

(www.VocationsOnline.com) 

 Jacob Jeffrey Mathiasen, son of Jason and Angela 

Mathiasen, received the Sacrament of Baptism on 

January 31, 2009. Welcome new member! 

 Congratulations to Lewis and Mary Ellen 

DeMarco who will be celebrating their 64th 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY on February 11. 

OPEN HOUSE AT WESLEY ACRES!  
Visit our Independent Living, Assisted Living, Helpful 

Living, Memory Support and Nursing Facility. Dates 

are:  1) Saturday, Feb. 28, 11 am-2 pm; 2) Saturday,  

March 28, 11 am-2 pm; 3) Saturday, April 25, 11 am- 

2 pm. Location: 3520 Grand Ave., Des Moines; 

Phone: 515-271-6500. Refreshments will be served. 



PARISH TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Parish Office ð 515-255-1175 / Parish Fax - 515-255-7969 
Parish Office Hours:  (Mon.ñFri.) 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
School Office ð 515-279-5947 / School Fax  515-279-5947 

 
STAFF 
Rev. James C. Polich ð Pastor, ext. 202 
Rev. Emmanuel Agwuoke ð Parochial Vicar, ext. 203 
Rev. John Lorenz 
Rev. Mr. Kevin D. Heim, Deacon; RCIA and Baptism, ext. 208 
Dr. Nancy Dowdle ð School Principal, 279-5947 
Miss Cassie Sheik ð Director of Religious Education, ext. 207 
Mr. Andy Ball ð Business-Finance Officer/ Foundation, ext. 215 
Mrs. Patricia Neal ð Marriage Prep, ext. 209 
Mrs. Barbara Cortesio ð Music Director, ext. 210 
Mrs. Pamela Meis ð Office Manager, ext. 201 
Mr. Kirk Peterson ð Buildings and Maintenance, 669-7446 
Mrs. Robin Rose ð Receptionist/Funeral Arr./Hall Rental, ext. 200 
Mr. Kevin Von Schaumburg ð Accountant, ext. 204, 8 a.m.ð12 Noon 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
    WEEKEND: 5 p.m. Saturday / 8 and 10 a.m., 12 Noon. - Sunday 
    DAILY:  8 a.m. Monday - Saturday 
 
Website - www.staugustin.org / Email - info@staugustin.org 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday ð 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday ð 9 to 9:30 a.m.; 
or anytime by appointmentñ255-1175 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM — Baptisms are celebrated after  
the Noon Mass on the first Sunday of the month. Call Deacon Kevin 
Heim at 274-4321 to schedule a Baptism. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY — One of the parties to be married 
must be registered in St. Augustin Parish. Contact Mrs. Patricia Neal 
12 months prior to wedding ð 255-1175 ext. 209. 
 
ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY — Emily Piper, Pres. ð 202-7772. 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION — Meets first Tuesday of the month in church 
library. Contact Mindi Dickinson, Chair ð 279-5142. 
 
CATHOLIC WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS — Meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month. Contact Marilyn, 270-6121; or Leone, 981-0105. 
 
CHOIR — Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Contact Barbara Cortesio, Director ñ 277-5046. 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL — Meets every other month on the second Tuesday. 
Contact Paul Bognanno, Chair ñ 274-2725.  
 
HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION — Contact Natalie Mote,  
274-1667 or natalie@motecpa.com; SCRIP, Gina Noll, 229-0601. 
 
HOSPITAL VISITS — Please contact the parish office (255-1175), if 
you or a loved one are hospitalized. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS — Meets the third Thursday of the month  
in the parish hall at 7 p.m. Contact Tony Klapp at 279-9258. 
 
MERCIFUL MEALS ñ During an illness or after a birth, request 
temporary meal assistance by calling Monica May at 988-1039. 
 
MOM’S GROUP ð Kate Mitchell, 279-4490; Sue Honkamp, 664-9482 
 
NEWCOMERS — Welcome!  To register in our parish, please call our 
church office, 255-1175. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL — Meets the third Tuesday of month in the Library at 
7 p.m. Contact Emily Duong, Chair ð 255-3402. 
 
PARISH HALL RENTAL — For hall rental or information, please call 
Robin Rose at 255-1175.  
 
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION — He asks us, òCould you not 
watch one hour with me?ó Contact Al Reynolds at 277-5445. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN — Send your prayer requests to Don and Rose Hauser 
ð 277-7494 or dg-rlh@q.com. 
 
RCIA ð Please call Deacon Kevin Heim, 274-4321, for more info. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE ð  Contact George Mosley, 279-9616. 
 
TRANSPORTATION TO SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. MASS ñ To schedule 
transportation, call Andy Ball at 255-1175, ext. 215. 
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
“. . . A married man is anxious about the things of the 

world, how he may please his wife, and he is divided.” 

It is easy for us to listen to the ways of the world and 

forget how to please our spouse. The next Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Weekends are February 13-25 in 

Des Moines and Cedar Falls, Ia. Dates fill fast, early 

registration is recommended. For more information, 

visit our website at www.iowa-wwme.org or call 

(641) 755-3667. For a weekend in Spanish,  

February 20-22, June 5-7, 2009, contact Hugo and 

Gaby at (630) 690-2094. 
 

DES MOINES BEST KEPT SECRET — 

SERRA CLUB OF DES MOINES! 
The Serra Club of Des Moines has been active for 59 

years and yet most people have never heard of us or 

confuse us with the conservation group, Sierra Club.  

The Serra Club is an organization of approximately 

120 Catholic men and women whose sole mission is to 

promote and support religious vocations in the diocese. 

Serra Club is named after Blessed Junipero Serra, a 

Spanish missionary who established several missions 

in California from 1769 to 1784. 

   If you would like to join or just know more about 

Serra Club of Des Moines, please plan to join us for a 

delicious dinner at 6:00 p.m. on March 18 at  

St. Anthony Catholic Church.  Fr. Frank Chiodo will 

be our guest speaker, and we will also have an 

orientation session with an opportunity for you to ask 

questions about the Serra Club.  Dinner is free!!  

      Please call Bill Ehm, 210-5239, or Pat Trout,  

276-5616, to make a reservation. 
 

BEGINNING EXPERIENCE is help for the heartache 

of finding yourself alone again. This program is for 

widowed, divorced or separated. The next Beginning 

Experience weekend is April 17-19, 2009, at the  

St. Thomas More Center in Panora, Iowa.  We 

welcome you to an Open House for the Beginning 

Experience program on March 20, 27, and April 3 at  

7 p.m. at All Saints Church in Des Moines.  

Questions?  Call Cleo Scheidel at 515-221-1371. 
 

DOWLING CAFETERIA POSITION 
Four-hour position is open in the Dowling Catholic 

High School cafeteria. Tuition discounts are available, 

as well as retirement benefits. Working hours are 

10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., daily. Applications may be 

downloaded from the DCHS web site and returned to 

the business office. If you have any questions, please 

call Molly Ryan, Food Service Director at the 

following number:  515-222-1028. 

Happy  
3ÔȢ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙ 

February 14! 


