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ave you ever felt like an outsider? If you’ve been shut out from a group, rejected by a circle of 

friends, or turned down for a job, you can certainly identify with the leper in today’s gospel. In the 

time of Jesus, lepers were bound by stringent rules. According to the Book of Leviticus, lepers 

were commanded to live apart from society, lest their disease infect others. When approaching a gathering 

of people, lepers had to cry out, ―Unclean, unclean,‖ to make everyone aware of their condition. A leper’s 

life was one of loneliness and rejection.   
 
Mark’s gospel reports that when the leper begged Jesus to heal him, Jesus was ―moved with pity.‖ Jesus 

actually touched the leper, a flagrant violation of the law of Leviticus. This indicates that Jesus regarded the 

leper’s need as more important than observing a ritual rule. Jesus commands the leper to tell no one of his 

cure, yet the leper is so overjoyed that he ―proclaimed the whole matter freely.‖ 
 
The story of the leper’s cure is a story of the leper’s faith. It 

was faith that motivated a desperate leper to seek out Jesus. 

It was faith that convinced the leper that only Jesus could 

heal him. It was faith that radically changed the leper from 

an outsider devoid of human contact to a disciple who 

proclaimed God’s glory to everyone he met. The grace of 

God’s healing is just as available to us as it was to the leper. 

Today’s gospel summons us to believe in Jesus, to be 

healed of our sins, and to glorify God for the miracle of his 

healing grace.   
 
It’s a pleasure to welcome Patti Neal who joined our  

parish staff in January. She will coordinate St. Augustin’s 

marriage preparation program and liturgical music at the 

Saturday Vigil Mass. Patti and her husband, Dr. Thomas 

Neal, live in Windsor Heights with their four children. The 
Neal's moved to Des Moines last fall from Tallahassee, FL 

where Patti was music director at the Cathedral of  

St. Thomas More. Blessings to Patti and her family as she 

begins her ministry to our parish.   
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ME, AN EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER 

OF THE EUCHARIST?  
Whether at Mass or in visits to the sick or homebound, 

this is a wonderful opportunity to serve your fellow 

parishioner. Two training sessions are currently 

scheduled:  Tuesday, February 17, and Tuesday, 

February 24, both at 7 p.m.  Please feel free to attend, 

even if you are just curious. Your attendance does not 

obligate you to serve. Sign up now! Call Deacon 

Kevin Heim at 255-1175, ext. 209, or Cassie Sheik at 

255-1175, ext. 207. 
 

SAVE THE DATE!  You are invited to take a break 

from your busy schedule of personal, business, and 

family obligations, and to unwind in a casual, relaxed 

atmosphere. You will get to know fellow Christian 

men and women at the Christ Renews His Parish 

weekend at St. Pius X Parish Center. Men’s weekend 

is February 21-22; Women’s weekend is February 28 

and March 1. If you are interested, contact Deacon 

Kevin and Rhonda Heim at 274-4321. 
 

LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY, FEB. 25 
A good Lenten practice is to remember your loved 

ones, living or deceased, by having a Mass said in their 

honor.  Please use the blue envelopes in the pews to 

arrange a Mass.  Feel free to either mail the envelope 

to the church office or place it in the collection basket 

on Sunday.  
 

GET READY FOR THE HISTORIC  

ST. AUGUSTIN’S LADIES NIGHT OUT! 
Bingo Rosary Ladies vs. Bunko School Moms will be 

held in the St. Augustin Parish Hall. Wine, soft drinks 

and scrumptious nibble Cuisine! Rosary Ladies will 

play Bingo—School Moms will play Bunko. The 

group with the most wins will apply the prize money 

to a special project at school or church. A $5 registra-

tion fee is required for players. The date is Thursday, 

February 26, from 5-8 p.m. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE/INTENTIONS FEBRUARY 14-22, 2009 
 
Saturday February 14, 2009 

 8:00 a.m.  Intention of the Nall Family 
 
 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
 Vigil-5:00 p.m.  Dennis Van Liew 
 
Sunday February 15, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Jim, Helen, and Sheila Shaw 
 10:00 a.m.  Rose and Jean DeMarco 
 12:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Augustin Church 
 
Monday   February 16 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Mary Ann Comfort 
 
Tuesday February 17, 2009  
 8:00 a.m.  Charles and Alice Tupy 
 8:50 a.m.  School Mass at School (all welcome)  
 
Wednesday February 18, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Calvin and Elizabeth Manning 
 
Thursday February 19, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Herman and Elizabeth Bittorf 
 
Friday February 20, 2009   
 8:00 a.m.  Ralph B. Stephens 
 
Saturday February 21, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Charles and Alice Tupy 

 5:00 p.m.  Intention of Dr. Neil McGarvey  
Sunday February 22, 2009 
 8:00 a.m.  Sr. Martina Mataya   

 10:00  Intention of the R. N. Malliet Family 
 12:00 p.m.  Parishioners of St. Augustin Church 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE — FEBRUARY 21-22, 2009  
 
5:00 P.M. L L. Goeldner AS C. Eide 
 EM W. Douglas AS S. Fortman 
 EM R. Heim AS G. Meek 
 EM T. Peiffer AS K. Meek 
 EM E. Rice Ush J. Beckett 
 EM M. Rice Ush T. Klapp 
 EM E. Sitzman Ush D. Lawrence 
 EM B. Synder Ush D. O’Grady 
 EM D. Waddell 
 
8:00 A.M. L G. Gilchrist AS J. Stephens 
 EM B. Beh AS J. Martin 
 EM J. Colver AS E. Martin 
 EM L. Gutenkauf AS S. Savala 
 EM G. Hoerster Ush B. Acri 
 EM G. Noll Ush L. Beh 
 EM P. McIlhon Ush M. Guthrie 
   Ush C. Shelton 
 VOC. CHALICE:  Amelia Camacho  
 
10:00 A.M. L J. Cortesio AS K. Johnson 
 EM B. Baum AS M. Johnson 
 EM M. Baum AS J. Means 
 EM J. Bliss AS M. Halliwell 
 EM P. DeMarco Ush J. Cahill
 EM G. McDonald Ush G. Carraro 
 EM K. Riley Ush S. Mosley 
 EM B. Shepherd Ush M. Panos 
 EM S. Sullivan 
 VOC. CHALICE:  George Mosley 
 
12:00 P.M. L A. Baughman AS B. Comito 
 EM G. Annexstad AS U. Nwaturuocha 
 EM M. Annexstad AS D. Walz 
 EM R. Nwaturuocha AS C. Schmell 
 EM J. Roth Ush J. Dullard 
 EM L. Smith Ush J. Harrington 
 EM S. Thompkins Ush J. Foarde 
 EM P. Urtz Ush D. Kehm 
 EM B. Blazek 
 VOC. CHALICE: Greg & Mary Jean Annexstad  
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FISCAL YEAR TO DATE tithe and plate income 

through January, 2009, was $710,615.79 vs. a budget 

of $680,452.25. Our tithe and plate income goal for the 

fiscal year is $1,160,000. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
February 22, 2009 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading – Isaiah 43:18-19, 21-22, 24-25 

Psalm Response – Psalm 41:5 

Second Reading – 2 Corinthians 1:18-22 

Gospel – Mark 2:1-12 
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 Registration is currently taking place for K-8th 

grade students through March 6. 

 If you have a child who would be enrolling in the 

preschool four’s, please call the school office as 

soon as possible so we may get an idea of how 

many are interested. The four-year-old program is 

free. Also, just to get an idea, would you as a 

parent be more interested in a morning program or 

an afternoon program? Thank you. 

 CHANGE IN DISMISSAL TIME — FEB. 16 is  

NOW A 3:00 P.M. DISMISSAL. Conferences will 

start at 3:30 p.m. 

 No school on February 19, 20, and 23. 

 Ash Wednesday Mass is Feb. 25 at 8:30 at church. 

 Blue and Gold Day is February 27 

 Tuesday, March 3, Life Touch will be here for 

―Spring Pictures.‖ 

 Reminder—Parent’s progress reports were 

mailed home last week.  Please look them over 

with your students and return them to the teachers. 

 There are NO Religious Education classes on 

February 18, due to a Teacher In-Service Day. 

 Remember, February 25 is Ash Wednesday.  

We will be celebrating Mass as an RE group at 

church.  We will be taking attendance so have 

your students check in with their teachers.  If your  

child is participating, please have them here no 

later than 6:30 p.m. 

 We are still collecting eye glasses for a Confirma-

tion project for people in Honduras.  A box for the 

eye glasses is in the back of the Church. 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE AND CHOCOLATE 
Fair Trade coffee, tea, and chocolates will be available 

after Masses on February 28 and March 1.  Your 

purchases help guarantee fair wages to disadvantaged 

farmers and workers around the world. 
 
FEBRUARY IS CASSEROLE MONTH 
February is St. Augustin’s month to provide casseroles 

for the Salvation Army’s homeless outreach.  Please 

bring your frozen casserole to the church office to be 

stored until it is picked up.  Foil pans are available in 

the church office. 

Breakfast Casserole Recipe 

 
2 cups cheddar cheese 1 cup Bisquick Mix 
4 eggs 2 cups milk 
1 pound sausage ½ tsp. each salt & pepper 
 
Brown sausage and grate cheese. Place in greased  
11¾ x 9¼” disposable pan. Combine eggs, milk, salt, 
pepper, and Bisquick Mix and mix well. Pour eggs over 
sausage and cheese. Bake at 400° for 35-45 minutes. 
Cool completely, cover, and FREEZE. Thanks to all 
who help our homeless brothers and sisters. 
 
K. C. LENTEN FISH FRY — The Knights of 

Columbus are hosting three Fish Fries during Lent, so 

mark your datebook. We’ve got your fishes and you 

don’t have to cook. We’ll even do the dishes!  The 

dates are Feb. 27, March 6 and April 3.Serving starts 

at 6 p.m. in St. Augustin Parish Hall. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! TUESDAY, 

MARCH 10!  The St. Augustin Social 

Supper Club will celebrate St. Patrick’s 

Day. A Dan and Justine Power Production! 

Music, Story-telling, and Irish Humor. A traditional 

Irish dinner by Georgiana Hoerster.  Social hour 

begins at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 6 p.m. Bring your own 

place setting, adult beverage, and a generous dish to 

share. $4 per person with a dish and $7 without a dish. 

For more information and reservations, contact Bob or 

Mary Ellen Murphy at 279-3253. Newcomers and 

guest are most welcome! 
 
LET’S DO CHANT! — Did you know that in a recent 

document published by the National Council of 

Catholic Bishops that chant has ―pride of place‖ in the 

Liturgy? Some of you have never sung chant. Some of 

you remember when we did. The Lenten Planning 

Committee decided to do two portions of the Lenten 

Masses in chant: the Holy, Holy (Sanctus) and the 

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei). Both of these may be 

found in your hymnals: RS #370B and RS #375B and 

in BB #861 and BB #864. We sing most of our music 

in the vernacular today, but it is always good to refresh 

ourselves in the tradition of the Church. The Commit-

tee hopes you enjoy this little bit of tradition and that 

you will become proficient at a few Latin phrases. 

(Remember that you already KNOW the TRANS-

LATION in English.) Look over this music before 

March 1. Someone will be present to guide you along 

on the First Sunday of Lent.  —Your Music Ministry 

CHOOSE LIFE! 
There is a nationwide effort to pass laws requiring 

abortion providers to offer a woman an opportunity to 

view an ultrasound image of her unborn child.  One 

physician states, ―Allowing a patient to view her 

ultrasound examination implies respect for the dignity 

and autonomy of a patient, and her ability to 

participate wisely in her own plan of care.‖ 

 

ST. AUGUSTIN NURSERY is available for children 

ages 2-5 every Sunday during the 10 a.m. Mass.  This 

gives parents of younger children a chance to 

concentrate at Mass while we care for their children.  

The nursery is operated by volunteers, and we are 

always in need of additional helpers.  We also 

welcome the donation of gently used toys and books 

for our playroom.  Please call Anne Shumaker:  

515-277-2020 or email: anneshumaker@msn.com. 

(Continued on Page 4 ) 



PARISH TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Parish Office – 515-255-1175 / Parish Fax - 515-255-7969 
Parish Office Hours:  (Mon.—Fri.) 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
School Office – 515-279-5947 / School Fax  515-279-5947 

 
STAFF 
Rev. James C. Polich – Pastor, ext. 202 
Rev. Emmanuel Agwuoke – Parochial Vicar, ext. 203 
Rev. John Lorenz 
Rev. Mr. Kevin D. Heim, Deacon; RCIA and Baptism, ext. 208 
Dr. Nancy Dowdle – School Principal, 279-5947 
Miss Cassie Sheik – Director of Religious Education, ext. 207 
Mr. Andy Ball – Business-Finance Officer/ Foundation, ext. 215 
Mrs. Patricia Neal – Marriage Prep, ext. 209 
Mrs. Barbara Cortesio – Music Director, ext. 210 
Mrs. Pamela Meis – Office Manager, ext. 201 
Mr. Kirk Peterson – Buildings and Maintenance, 669-7446 
Mrs. Robin Rose – Receptionist/Funeral Arr./Hall Rental, ext. 200 
Mr. Kevin Von Schaumburg – Accountant, ext. 204, 8 a.m.–12 Noon 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
    WEEKEND: 5 p.m. Saturday / 8 and 10 a.m., 12 Noon. - Sunday 
    DAILY:  8 a.m. Monday - Saturday 
 
Website - www.staugustin.org / Email - info@staugustin.org 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday – 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday – 9 to 9:30 a.m.; 
or anytime by appointment—255-1175 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM — Baptisms are celebrated after  
the Noon Mass on the first Sunday of the month. Call Deacon Kevin 
Heim at 274-4321 to schedule a Baptism. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY — One of the parties to be married 
must be registered in St. Augustin Parish. Contact Mrs. Patricia Neal 
12 months prior to wedding – 255-1175 ext. 209. 
 
ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY — Emily Piper, Pres. – 202-7772. 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION — Meets first Tuesday of the month in church 
library. Contact Mindi Dickinson, Chair – 279-5142. 
 
CATHOLIC WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS — Meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month. Contact Marilyn, 270-6121; or Leone, 981-0105. 
 
CHOIR — Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9 p.m. 
Contact Barbara Cortesio, Director — 277-5046. 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL — Meets every other month on the second Tuesday. 
Contact Paul Bognanno, Chair — 274-2725.  
 
HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION — Contact Natalie Mote,  
274-1667 or natalie@motecpa.com; SCRIP, Gina Noll, 229-0601. 
 
HOSPITAL VISITS — Please contact the parish office (255-1175), if 
you or a loved one are hospitalized. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS — Meets the third Thursday of the month  
in the parish hall at 7 p.m. Contact Tony Klapp at 279-9258. 
 
MERCIFUL MEALS — During an illness or after a birth, request 
temporary meal assistance by calling Monica May at 988-1039. 
 
MOM’S GROUP – Kate Mitchell, 279-4490; Sue Honkamp, 664-9482 
 
NEWCOMERS — Welcome!  To register in our parish, please call our 
church office, 255-1175. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL — Meets the third Tuesday of month in the Library at 
7 p.m. Contact Emily Duong, Chair – 255-3402. 
 
PARISH HALL RENTAL — For hall rental or information, please call 
Robin Rose at 255-1175.  
 
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION — He asks us, ―Could you not 
watch one hour with me?‖ Contact Al Reynolds at 277-5445. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN — Send your prayer requests to Don and Rose Hauser 
– 277-7494 or dg-rlh@q.com. 
 
RCIA – Please call Deacon Kevin Heim, 274-4321, for more info. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE –  Contact George Mosley, 279-9616. 
 
TRANSPORTATION TO SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. MASS — To schedule 
transportation, call Andy Ball at 255-1175, ext. 215. 
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ICN SERIES ON ST. PAUL, APOSTLE 
Beginning on Thursday, March 5, and continuing on 

March 12, 19 and 26, there will be an ICN series 

featuring St. Augustin’s own Father Jim Polich on  

St. Paul, Apostle. This is a great opportunity to learn 

more about the man who is known as the great 

evangelizer. In this the ―Year of St. Paul,‖ why not 

take some time to learn more about him and spend 

some time during Lent contemplating his role in the 

early Church and his lasting example in our own day. 

Each session will begin at 7 p.m. and conclude by  

9 p.m. ICN locations will be advertized soon! 
 

THE SERRA CLUB OF DES MOINES has been 

active for 59 years and yet most people have never 

heard of us or confuse us with the conservation group, 

Sierra Club.  The Serra Club is an organization of 

approximately 120 Catholic men and women whose 

sole mission is to promote and support religious 

vocations in the diocese. Serra Club is named after 

Blessed Junipero Serra, a Spanish missionary who 

established several missions in California from 1769 

to 1784. 

   If you would like to join or just know more about 

Serra Club of Des Moines, please plan to join us for a 

delicious dinner at 6:00 p.m. on March 18 at  

St. Anthony Catholic Church.  Fr. Frank Chiodo will 

be our guest speaker, and we will also have an 

orientation session with an opportunity for you to ask 

questions about the Serra Club.  Dinner is free!!  

      Please call Bill Ehm, 210-5239, or Pat Trout,  

276-5616, to make a reservation. 

 

BEGINNING EXPERIENCE is help for the heartache 

of finding yourself alone again. This program is for 

widowed, divorced or separated. The next Beginning 

Experience weekend is April 17-19, 2009, at the  

St. Thomas More Center in Panora, Iowa.  We 

welcome you to an Open House for the Beginning 

Experience program on March 20, 27, and April 3 at  

7 p.m. at All Saints Church in Des Moines.  

Questions?  Call Cleo Scheidel at 515-221-1371. 
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CAMPFIRE GIRLS CANDY SALE — Support some 

of St. Augustin’s first grade girls as they sell candy to 

earn summer camp tuition credit and raise funds for 

Camp Fire USA’s programs to benefit youth in the 

area.  Representatives of the ―St. Augustin Smart Girls 

Starflight‖ Camp Fire group will be selling candy in 

the East Hall after all masses the weekend of February 

21-22. Stop by and get your candy—no ordering 

necessary, you take it home with you! 

Cont’d. 


