
S 
ince it is always told on the second Sunday of Lent, the gospel story of 

Jesusô transfiguration has become quite familiar. Jesus takes Peter, James, 

and John up a high mountain where he is suddenly transfigured before them. 

The light of Jesusô divinity shines out in a brilliant radiance, as the apostles 

witness Moses and Elijah standing alongside Jesus. A bright cloud overshadows 

the apostles, and a voice from the cloud announces Jesus as Godôs beloved Son. 

The cloud indicates the presence of God, and the voice orders the apostles to listen 

to Jesus. This event strikes fear in the apostlesô hearts, and they fall prostrate.   

 

What a profound effect Jesusô transfiguration had on Peter, James, and John, for as 

they descended the mountain, they had no doubt that Jesus was truly the Son of 

God. This belief impelled those apostles to love and follow Jesus more closely and 

to continue Jesusô ministry after his death and rising. Our gospel today invites us 

to encounter the transfigured Jesus in the same way as his apostles. Thus our lives, so disfigured by sin, can 

be transformed into the likeness of Christ. Todayôs gospel offers a remarkable vision of what our life in 

Christ can be and encourages us to hasten our pace toward Easter.   

 

Your bulletin insert gives an update on our nine seminarians preparing to 

serve as priests of our diocese. Please pray for these young men who are 

discerning Godôs call to ministry. Over the next ten years, at least 20 of 

our parish priests will retire, leaving only 50 priests to serve our dioceseôs 

82 parishes. At St. Augustin, we have been blessed with the service of Fr. 

John Lorenz and Fr. Emmanuel Agwuoke, who have been an immense 

help to me as pastor. Fr. John will celebrate his 80th birthday this summer, 

and Fr. Emmanuel is nearing the end of the three-year tenure for associate 

pastors, so I am praying that St. Augustin will be able to keep these fine 

priests as long as possible.   

 

Please pray that many more young men will respond to Godôs call to serve 

the Church as priests. Along with your prayers, your financial support of 

our seminarians is essential. Please donate to our dioceseôs Seminarian 

Appeal which will fund the education of our current seminarians and that 

of the five young men who will enter the seminary this fall. 
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